
200
711

6

Get $25 for $15
Gift Certificates

Get $25 for $15
Gift Certificates

20
06

85
8

News JournalWILMINGTON

Tuesday, July 28, 2009 Serving Clinton County, Ohio, since 1838 75 CENTS

6 7 4 8 2 5 8 0 9 0 1 0

Get the latest
Sign up for breaking news

and e-mail newsletters on
the News Journal’s Web site
at www.wnewsj.com.

“As scarce as truth is, the
supply is always greater

than the demand.”
— Josh Billings,
American author

(1818-1885).

Weather drawing by Carrie Robinson,
Wilmington

Chance of
showers

Partly sunny today, with a
slight chance of showers and
thunderstorms in the after-
noon.

See FOR THE RECORD,
Page 2A
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Area dentist indicted on tax fraud charges
Federal court indictment Court documents show claims of $38 billion

By BRANDON SMITH
Contributing writer

Two area dentists, one with
a practice in Wilmington, were
arrested on charges they evad-
ed taxes, conspired to defraud

the IRS, and supplied false
documents worth billions of
dollars, following an indict-
ment by a federal grand jury.

The indictment, released
July 22, alleges the dentists

falsified documents, such as
securities, in February 2008
that “purported” to pay the
government about $38.8 bil-
lion.

The men then asked for
$9.6 billion as a tax refund, the
indictment alleges.

The dentists had been under
criminal investigation since
2005, following a 2004 tax
audit, according to court docu-

ments.
The indictment alleges

Bruce A. Mrusek, a Maineville
resident, conspired with
Bradley C. Brennecke, a den-
tist who lives in Pleasant Plain
and practices in Goshen. The
two allegedly helped each
other create and mail fraudu-
lent tax returns and docu-
ments.

Mrusek’s practice is

Wilmington Dental
Management Services, at 260
West Locust St. Mrusek is also
charged with filing false busi-
ness tax returns.

According to the indict-
ment, Mrusek’s fake payments
to the IRS and/or the U.S.
Treasury total about $19.2 bil-
lion.

Bishop Garland celebrates
50th anniversary of ordination

St. Columbkille Celebration mass, reception

Contributed photo by Jim Gumley

The Most Reverend Bishop James Garland (right), native of Wilmington, celebrated mass at St. Columbkille
Catholic Church on Sunday. He is pictured with Deacon Bob Baker during the mass, which was held to celebrate
two milestones in Bishop Garland’s ministry.

Capital of
female
comedy?
No joke

By GARY HUFFENBERGER
ghuffenberger@wnewsj.com

Perhaps signs
should be posted at
Wilmington’s city lim-
its proudly pointing
out it’s the hometown
of three — count ’em,
three — professional
female comedians.
After all, a merry
heart is good medi-
cine.

In two stand-up
comedy shows on
Saturday, three
Wilmington High
School alumnae from
the mid-1970s who
grew up in
Wilmington on the
funny side of the street
will appear together
for the first time. The
shows are a benefit to
raise money to pur-
chase school supplies
for Wilmington City
Schools children — a
fun fund-raiser
prompted by the
depressed local econo-
my.

Performing will be
Kay Frances Brewer,
René Fulkerson Bray
and Stephanie Hodge.

Brewer lived and
performed in New
York City for four
years and has been a radio personality in
addition to professional standup comedian.

Charges
filed in
fatal crash

By GARY HUFFENBERGER
ghuffenberger@wnewsj.com

The Wilmington post of the Ohio State
Highway Patrol on Monday filed a charge
of vehicular homicide against a Centerville
man in connection with a fatal motorcycle
crash June 29 in Clinton County that took
the life of an 11-year-old Warren County
girl.

The first-degree misdemeanor charge
was filed against Garold A. Schudel, 63, of
Centerville.

Area cyclists raising funds
for Pan Ohio Hope Bike Ride

By SOFIA BURGESS
Contributing Writer

The Pan Ohio Hope
Bike Ride will be held July
29 through Aug. 2.
Participating in the ride
will be Kyle Imhulse, a
senior at Wilmington High
School, and Carole
Blackschleger, a fitness
trainer at Get Fit in
Wilmington and a Clinton
Memorial Hospital
employee.

The fundraising bike
ride will span approximate-
ly 300 miles and go from
the Hope Lodge in
Cleveland to the Hope
Lodge in Cincinnati.
Blackschleger and Imhulse
are members of the

Wilmington Bicycle Club,
and both are raising dona-
tions for the American
Cancer Society.

“I am doing it because
I’m a supporter of the
American Cancer Society, ”
said Blackschleger.

“I’m doing this to honor
my grandmother, Charlene
Bush, who passed away in
February from lung cancer, ”
Kyle Imhulse said.

“I’ve raised about $500,
and Kyle’s raised a good
bit, too. Together we’ve
raised over $3,500 at this
point,” Blackschleger said,
“Kyle is just a star with his
fundraising skills.”

News Journal staff report

The Most Reverend Bishop
James Garland marked two
anniversaries in his ministry
through a visit to his hometown of
Wilmington.

Bishop Garland, who retired in
2005 as Bishop of Marquette
(Mich.), celebrated mass at St.

Columbkille Catholic Church on
Sunday morning. That was fol-
lowed by a luncheon reception.

The public and St. Columbkille
parishioners helped the bishop cel-
ebrate the 50th anniversary of his
ordination into the priesthood on
Aug. 15, 1959, and the 25th
anniversary of his ordination as a
bishop on July 25, 1984.

Raised on the family farm north
of Wilmington, Bishop Garland
was ordained into the priesthood
for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati.
In 1984, he was ordained Titular
Bishop of Garriana and Auxiliary
to the Archbishop of Cincinnati.
Bishop Garland was installed as
Bishop of Marquette on Nov. 11,
1992.
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! Federal prosecutors say dentists
requested $9.6 billion in refunds

From Friday’s night drawing:

MegaMillions:
3, 6, 43, 51, 52, +36

Kicker: 6, 4, 1, 2, 6, 7
From Saturday’s day drawing:

Pick 3: 2, 5, 9
Pick 4: 7, 9, 7, 0
Ten-Oh: 4, 8, 16, 22, 23, 24,
28, 33, 36, 40, 41, 42, 44,
48, 50, 52, 61, 69, 76, 80

From Saturday’s night drawing:

Pick 3: 7, 7, 2
Pick 4: 6, 8, 7, 0
Ten-Oh: 2, 3, 5, 9, 14, 17,
19, 24, 29, 30, 33, 37, 40,
41, 44, 50, 59, 64, 65, 80
ClassicLotto:5,6,15,18,25,40
RollingCash5:10,16,18,21,28

From Sunday’s day drawing:

Pick 3: 4, 4, 8
Pick 4: 1, 0, 0, 9
Ten-Oh: 4, 8, 13, 14, 15, 17,
19, 21, 22, 27, 33, 34, 36,
54, 56, 61, 71, 72, 73, 78, 79

From Sunday’s night drawing:

Pick 3: 7, 8, 9
Pick 4: 7, 3, 7, 7
Ten-Oh: 1, 2, 9, 14, 16, 26,
27, 28, 30, 9, 56, 57, 63, 64,
66, 71, 72, 73, 78, 79
Rolling Cash 5:6,16,22,30,33

From Monday’s day drawing:

Pick 3: 0, 2, 0
Pick 4: 1, 8, 4, 5
Ten-Oh: 1, 6, 7, 13, 19, 27,
29, 34, 36, 38, 42, 43, 46,
50, 52, 57, 62, 63, 74, 76

From Monday’s night drawing:

Pick 3: 8, 7, 2
Pick 4: 6, 9, 8, 8
Ten-Oh: 5, 8, 15, 17, 18, 20,
21, 24, 32, 33, 37, 40, 43,
44, 56, 57, 58, 61, 65, 75
ClassicLotto:4,5,6,8,43,45
Rolling Cash 5:2,13,16,29,36

LOTTERY

Contributed photo

Carole Blackschleger and Kyle Imhulse will participate
in the Pan Ohio Hope bicycle ride to raise funds for the
American Cancer Society.See BIKES, Page 8A

See COMEDY, Page 8A

See INDICTMENT, Page 8A

See CHARGES FILED, Page 8A

Saturday shows
to benefit schools

BRAY

BREWER

HODGE



News
Journal

WILMINGTON

47 S. South Street
Wilmington, OH 45177

937-382-2574
www.wnewsj.com

*New subscribers only. 2009001

When you subscribe to the Wilmington
News Journal using EZ Pay at $10/month
(or prepaid for one year), You will receive
four tickets to the Art & Pottery Festival.

*New subscribers only.

Name ________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________

Phone # ______________________________________

Please Check One: ! ! !

CC # __________________________________________

CVB Code ____________ (3 digit code on back of card). Exp. Date ______

I authorize the Wilmington News Journal to:
! EZ Pay: debit my account $10/month until I call to cancel, for a minimum of one year

! Pre-Pay: debit my account once for $125.00 for a pre-paid one year subscription

Signature ____________________________________________________________

News JournalWILMINGTON

47 S. South St., Wilmington, OH 45177
937-382-2574 • www.wnewsj.com

Get Four
FREE Tickets

to the
2009 Art & Pottery Festival

Friday, July 31 Noon-9pm
Saturday, Aug. 1 9am-7pm

Roberts Centre, Wilmington, Ohio

Pinched Nerve?
SSttrroommbbeerrgg CChhiirroopprraaccttiicc

338822--11772277
2006801

401 (k)
Rollover Headquarters

Chuck Watts, AAMS, CRPC
Financial Advisor

28 East Locust Street
Wilmington, Ohio 45177
Bus 937-382-7779

2007151

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Kim LaVoie 2005279tg

937-780-3311 or 800-852-4901

55 S. Fairfield St.
Leesburg, OH 45135

Please See Kim
For Your Farm

Insurance Needs

1780 Rombach Ave.
Wilmington, OH 45177

MON-FRI 8am-6pm
SAT 9am-3pm

www.usave.com

10% OFF
Must be present at time of write-up. Not Valid

with any other offers Limit 1 per customer2006389

COMMUNITY Tuesday, July 28, 2009

8A
Wilmington News Journal

Brennecke allegedly made
$19.65 billion in fake payments.
It was not clear Monday how
much over or under their actual
tax bills these payments totaled.

The conspiracy of alleged tax
evasion continued from 1998
until the time of the indictment,
Wednesday, according to court
documents.

Neither defendant nor their
offices could be reached for
comment, and the indictment
did not list their attorneys’
names. The answering machine
at the office of Wilmington
Dental states regular business
will resume Aug. 3 following a
current break for vacation.

According to a Department
of Justice representative,
Mrusek and Brennecke were
both arrested and later released
on bond.
Both appeared in federal court
in Cincinnati on Thursday, in
front of U.S. Magistrate Judge
Timothy S. Hogan, according to
the U.S. Department of Justice,
the agency prosecuting the case.

Mrusek and Brennecke’s
arraignment will be at 1:30 p.m.
Aug. 12, in U.S. District Court
in Cincinnati.

According to a press release
by the Department of Justice,
Mrusek faces a maximum

prison term of 79 years and a
maximum fine of $2.25 million,
if convicted on all counts.
Similar maximum sentences for
Brennecke are 75 years and a
$1.75 million fine.

Charles Miller, a representa-
tive of the Department of
Justice, said that sentencing is
entirely at the discretion of the
judge, Magistrate Judge
Timothy S. Black. There is no
minimum sentence mandated
by law, Miller said.

The indictment detailed that
the men have previously ques-
tioned their role as contributors
to the revenue of the U.S.
Treasury.

The following situations are
taken from the 29-page indict-
ment released Wednesday:

In August 2004, both defen-
dants sent correspondence to
their auditing agents “requesting
that she ‘produce the statute and
implementing regulation’ that
was relied upon to determine
that (they were) … ‘taxpay-
er(s)’.”

In September 2004, Mrusek
and Brennecke sent correspon-
dence to their auditing agents
“denying, among other things,
that (they were) … ‘person(s)’
with respect to the Internal
Revenue laws.”

Also in September 2004, the
defendants sent correspon-
dence to their auditing agents
“requesting the definition of an
‘Internal Revenue Agent.’”

Now she is a stress manage-
ment humorist who also is
head karate instructor at the
Clinton County Family YMCA.

“I remember the air base. I
was pretty young and someone
told me that if you wave your
arms, the pilots would throw
out candy bars as they flew
over. They never did. They still
don’t, by the way, but that’s no
reason for me to give up hope.
Free candy is still free candy,”
Brewer said when asked for a
memory of growing up.

Residing back in
Wilmington, she’s been here to
see the collapse of thousands of
jobs at the DHL Air Park dur-
ing the past year.

“I just know this town is not
only going to survive, but
thrive. With the way people
have pulled together, I have
never been prouder to be from
Wilmington and to call it
‘home’ than now,” she said.

“My brother worked there
for 16 years as a supervisor. He
lost his job in January. He is a
few years from retirement and
as he told me, what saddens
him the most is that he really
loved his job. He is still look-
ing, so if anyone needs a good
supervisor!” said Brewer.

Asked how she comes up
with material, she said,
“Sometimes it’s hard to stop
the voices in my head, but
somehow I manage. Of course,
medication helps.”

She plans to do some local
humor.

“It’s pretty hard for me to
do comedy in Wilmington and
not mention when the Kehoe
Brothers came riding into town
with their shootout at high
noon. Good times,” she said.

The three women not only
are daughters of Wilmington,
but they are children of the
’60s. Their early youth was
experienced during the ruckus
and ferment of the late 1960s
and early 1970s, albeit in a
small, Midwest town.

“I think it was a defining era
of our country and it couldn’t
help but affect us, especially
during those difficult formative
years of adolescence. I don’t
know if the ’60s had anything
to do with it but I had an
extremely difficult adolescence
… might have been because I
was nearly 5 foot 11 inches tall
and weighed three pounds. Of
course, I might have still been
a big geek in any decade! We’ll
never know,” remarked Brewer.

Returning to Wilmington for
the shows is Bray, who resides

in
Orlando,
Fla., using
the term
“reside”
loosely.
Standup
remains
her full-
time job
and she
does more
than 1,000 shows a year. No,
that’s not a typo. A thousand.

Bray said she’s not aware of
any city besides Wilmington
that can claim three profession-
al female comedians as its own
other than the mega-cities of
New York City, Los Angeles
and Chicago.

She’s been in the funny
business now for more than 20
years.

“See when my mom always
said I was wasting all my time
driving around Frisch’s, appar-
ently I wasn’t really. I was just
thinking up stuff,” Bray said
Monday.

Bray made a confession to
her hometown newspaper: She
has “a horrible addiction to tar-
tar sauce.”

Although she hasn’t lived in
the Buckeye State since leaving
for college at Eastern Kentucky
University, she’s been known
to call her mother to get three
pints of Frisch’s tartar sauce
mailed to her.

Bray expects to use some
local humor although she said
she doesn’t really plan what
she’s going to do when she
walks on stage.

She does remember watch-
ing CNN news and seeing a
breaking news report which
showed “the end of my moth-
er’s street.” The unfolding story
concerned the Kehoe brothers’
shootout with local law
enforcement agencies. The
report, recalls Bray, showed a
helicopter flying and “cops all
over the place.” She called her
mom and said “What’s going
on?”

“What are you talking
about?” replied her mother.
Apparently there was a game
on TV that afternoon.

“They could have wild gun-
men running through
McDermott Village and my
mom wouldn’t care as long as
they didn’t run in front of the
TV,” commented Bray.

As for her material, “I’m a
divorced mom with three kids
and three grandchildren. I don’t
come up with the material; I
live it,” Bray said.

Bray has made a mark out-
side the world of guffaws. She
is an advocate and activist
working for child victims of
sexual assault. She became

involved
after a
man con-
victed of
molesting
her 11-
year-old
daughter
was found
to be
working
among
children weeks after his release
from prison.

She has interviewed more
than 100 sex offenders and
helped hundreds of families
through the justice system and
beyond. She’s been involved in
helping change State of Florida
law regarding sex offenses and
used her public speaking expe-
rience and ability to advance
the cause.

Right now she has another
cause: Helping her hometown
in a time of economic distress.

She watched the “60
Minutes” report online.

“It makes me sick. Don’t
take a very sweet little place
where I have a lot of good
memories and do this to it,” she
said.

“I have such good school
memories. I’m thrilled to be
able to do this fund-raiser,” said
the 52-year-old member of the
Wilmington High School class
of 1975.

Probably the best known
nationally of the three witty
women of Wilmington is
Stephanie Hodge, also of the
WHS class of ’75. She per-
formed in the early 1990s
NBC-TV situation comedy
“Nurses.”

“Thinking about
Wilmington brings up more
memories than anyone has time
to share. Let’s just say Hales’
cabin with the peacocks and
the parties, Hungry Row,
exploring Fort Ancient, throw-
ing up on the Loop-O-Plane at
the county fair and all the won-
derful parties Mamma and
Daddy threw during which
guests’ coats were put on my
bed. I remember one time
someone wore a fur coat. I put
it on my bed with everyone
else’s but I just couldn’t seem
to stay away from it. I went
into my room and took a nap
on it,” said Hodge.

She is the most certain of
the three comedians to believe
she was impacted by the 1960s.

“Oh yes, I do believe I’m a
child of the ’60s. Every aspect
of my life falls into that ‘free
spirit’ kind of living and think-
ing. I never know from one
day to the next what I’ll be
doing, where, when, with
whom, or whether or not it
will last and even if it does, I

never
know how
long. I
have no
real
schedule.
Even
when I
think I do,
I can’t
depend on
it. That’s
just the nature of the business
of acting, writing and stand-
up.

“I do just take it as it comes
and swing with it,” added
Hodge. “Besides, the Rolling
Stones are still my favorite.
I’m just following my Tao,
man, just riding that inertia.”

Hodge said she knows a
number of people who worked
for ABX Air.

“I worry about them and
I’m so angry that anyone
should be forced into such a
situation. It’s unethical and
immoral and life is hard
enough, but I do know they’re
strong people with valuable
skills and a refusal to let any-
one break them. These are
resourceful people who will
make it through all this. It is
just wrong that they should
have to,” said Hodge.

She and her husband Lance
recorded the “60 Minutes”
report on Wilmington and she
has viewed it repeatedly.

“The more I watch it, the
more determined I become to
do what I can, even if it’s just
something small, to keep
things like this from hurting
Wilmington, and other places,
any more than has already
been done. I’ve become more
involved in benefits and organ-
izations that offer assistance
and/or counseling of all kinds
to people suddenly facing this
kind of devastating change,”
she said.

“I tell the story and start
conversations about how and
why, and ways to keep those
hows and whys from being
allowed to be repeated,” added
Hodge.

“Wilmington wasn’t perfect
but it gave me roots I don’t
want to forget or deny or dis-
respect in any way,” she con-
tinued. “Truth is, sometimes I
just wanna come home.
Maybe one of these days, I
will, for good.”

EDITOR’S NOTE —
Tickets are for sale at $10
apiece from the Wilmington
News Journal at 382-2574.
There’s a 4 p.m. Saturday
show rated PG 13 and an 8
p.m. Saturday show rated R for
mature audiences. They will be
held in Wilmington College’s
Heiland Theater.

Mikaela Little died in the
crash in which she was a passen-
ger on a motorcycle operated by
her grandfather, 63-year-old
William Glass Jr. of Maineville.

Schudel, who was driving a
vehicle pulling a travel trailer,
allegedly did not yield to the
approaching motorcycle at a stop
sign at the intersection of U.S.
Route 22 West and George Road.

According to the patrol,
Schudel was headed northbound
on George Road while Glass was
driving westbound on U.S.
Route 22/State Route 3 in
Vernon Township. The initial

investigation “reveals Mr.
Schudel failed to yield from a
stop sign pulling into the path of
the westbound motorcycle,”
according to a press release
issued by the patrol.

Glass tried to avoid a collision
between his motorcycle and the
travel trailer, the patrol said.

If convicted, Schudel faces a
maximum of one year in jail and
a maximum fine of $1,000. An
arraignment hearing is set for
Aug. 5 in Clinton County
Municipal Court. Schudel
allegedly consumed some alco-
hol the night before the 12:30
p.m. crash. He tested .01, accord-
ing to the patrol. The patrol said
it is not claiming alcohol was a
factor in the crash.

This long distance ride is a
first for both.

“I’ve been playing a lot of
soccer and running a lot,”
Imhulse said of his preparation.

“This weekend I put in 20 to
30 miles a day. Kyle will do 40 to
50 miles a day when we ride,”
she said. “We’ll be staying at col-
lege dorms along the way. Each

individual has a cost of $150 a
day, and we raise donations for
the American Cancer Society.
We will travel by roads and we’ll
also use the Little Miami bike
path.”

The route for the fundraising
event: day one, Cleveland to
Wooster (75 miles); day two,
Wooster to Columbus (95 miles);
day three, Columbus to
Springfield (70 miles); and day
four Dayton to Cincinnati (80
miles).
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